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MGTC

THEMGTC

TAUCHT A WHOLE
GENERATION

OF DRIVERS

WHAT AUTOMOBILES
ARE ALL ABOUT.
NOW A NEW

CRCP OF CONVERTS
IS SPREADING

THE TC MESSAGE.

<« There is a secrat country to which no air-
ﬂi-:s.

the likes of me bacouse thay are guerded

line Its bordars are ever safs from

oy Youth. No one over 30 can break

through these defsnses. Why menticn this
, it produces a

vehicle. Of

exportable. You car't even

weadarful place then? 'We

car . , . sorl of the narioncl
colrse, it's not
buy one for meney.

| was eligible to buy cne yasterday. Yes-
terday was 1949, Sitting in tha cafetaric cf
Fordham Coliage, crinking one olack coffes
after ancther, the MG-TC made itself known

lo ma via the pegas of LIFE magazine. While

arguments swirled around my head as to
the kast woy of gecting through school
onc¢ on with the jok =f building the brave

new postwar worle, | was rivetad by on

orticle abzut a greup of Cal fornians who

drove spidery little cars. Odd people. They

had formec o zlub bosed on rutval inter-
est in these funny machines. Club members
went or rallies (what's o relly?l, drovs
their cars in racas—in races! —and did cll
sOrfs >f was ¢ picture cf

¢ club member drivirg his car under cne cf
those high-rise lumber carriers. This was
10 show how low a "British-built sporting
. thar hod @

cor' was. Sporting cor .

certoin ring to it. Trey hed a lock to them
that was differeat. Who mede them? MG.
Never heard of that company. Sure made
tha old gray Plymouth lcok fol. Mace 1240
could see

look ‘et too. Wondar where |

ere in New York?

cne
The undes30 uncarground workad just
as well then as it does ncw. It took about

twa weeks ¢ locote ecn MG-TC owner. It

wce Bob Dasaon, and k2 lived n Naw
Rochelle. This. .

cornered

tk's oceralcr . . . he had
nis parents into buyirg him an

(continned )
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almost.new example of a "British-ouilt
sporting car.” By the time | got around 12
meeting him, ond proving that | wasn't just
hcnging around bacause he ownec on
MG, tha caor kad been run in the lindzn
(N. J.! Airpert race. As @ rasult, it waos si*-
ting in tha femily garcge strippad of fanders
and hecdligh's, [t was sufiering from a bent
oushroc, blown head gesket, and a burnt
valve, To me it 1ooked like the grsotest
nvention since the wheel itself. I was so
ow . .. ard thase skinny tires were sc kigh!
You climbed into it like a World Wer |
fignter plane. It wos greot. Nothing self-
propelled before or since has gripped my
imagination like tha* poor, over-driven,
misuncerstood TC.

What was it that | wes lookirg ct? Well,
i* was ¢ way of life. A wildly different zar
thet you jazzed arcund in on week days
and reced on weekends. A mabile set of
credentiols that cdmtted you to a very
select group. A moving spat of color cn a
still-drab postwar landsceoe. It could have
besr powered by cormpressed air, o
stressad bubkle gum for oll | cared. | simply
had to ke invitec ¢ this party that was |ust
starting

What was it that | saw those many years
acc? Whar it really waos wes o finy two-
seater marksed by a truncoted il and long
lowng fencers (when they were used), all
slung between four seamirgly too-high,
wire.spacad whaels. Power came from a
four-cylndar, 1% -liter engine. |n the cold
gkt of 1967, it doesr’'t seem possikle that
54 horsepower wee al' the power there was.,
A tall, thin lump of cast iron, the engine
ved ‘n the forward saction of ¢ long,
acrrow ergine compartmert with ‘oot wells,
pedals and things taking up the rear secticn.
A driver drcve ‘n a bclt-upright position
witn his eyeballs just above the rop edge of
the cow!. The sear was ‘adascribably awiul
—not a bucket by any st-etch of the imegi-
nction—yet we sat in it and sneered ot
whar we used 7o sit en ‘n American cars,
The ride was herd, out whet the hall—sa
wera the crivers. The gearbox, haowever,
wos easy, Stirred by a stukby lever, it

tought o whele generation of road-racers
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ard would-be rcad-recers how 1o axecute
heel-and-toe downshifts. The engine hookec
to this box was game, but gereral'y hed its
bock 1o th2 wall trying to fight off some
heppy nut who thought he waos a blood
brother of Tazio MNuvoleri. Usue ly the en-
gine los® the good fighr with a twang end
thump of kert, tinny pushrads ... despite
twz dacadas of outo writars saying things
like, “The MG is as defiont and as tough ot
a Stafferdshire pit dog." They also talked

about “cornering on rails,’ those writers.
Chly Salvedor Dali could have constructec
the rails on which the TC cornered. The
sreering was orutally shff ard totelly un-
responsive, cnd the wire whee's ware ¢l-
ways out of tune—more like pctato chips
in their contour. And no ma*ter what—not
even with the Tompkins raller steering kit —
no TC ever proceeded down a sfraight
road in a streight 'ine. But you lecrned 1o
live with the woncering frem sice to sice,
and aftar cwk le you didn't fight it anymore.

(continued on page %,
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ATRUNCATED
TAIL, TALL, THIN
WHEELS AND
LONG, SWEEPING
FENDERS

ARE THETC's
ESSENCE. THE
RIDZ WAS HARD,
BUT SO

WERE THE DRIVERS,
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MG-TC

feontinued from page 65)

At any rate, Bob Deshon’s TC had
led a dog’s life. T hung-areund acting
as tool passer and gopher (you
krnow, “gopher some cotter pins. . .”
“gopher some gasket shellac. . .")
while it was put back together.
Trial runs without fenders or wind-
shield around the icy roads of Orient
Point didn’t even start to cool my
passien for the TC.

Watching as Briggs Cunningham
screamed a supercharged TC down
the hill at Watkins Glen further
fanned the flames. “NMy God, when
Alfrec. Momo hkas got everything
screwed on right I can do almost
100 mph!” Breathing Castrol R
fumes from the edge of a country
road in Bridgehampton didr’t help
cither, The plots and plans I went
through irying to buy a TC would
have put Machiavelli 0 shame. I
even went so far as to talk some nice
young girl—who had a job—into co-
signing a note for me. Even that
failed. The bank was a little too
cagey to put up maoney for a car that
only held two. But those wire wheels

. that slim-rimmed, quivering
steering wheel . . . those long shafts
of light bouncing down a blackened
country lane, Oh dear.

Being thwarted in my plan to be-
come an owner/driver, I did the
next kbest thing. I hung around with
genis who were. I sat around and
watched while people like the Col-
lier brothers, John Bentley, Paul
Hee, and dozens of others tore down
and field-strioped &ll the MG models
—from TC through TD, all the way
t0 TE—and then put them back to-
gether” egain. I read underground
magazines, printed on chocolate-
colored tissue paper in faraway
places like California, that went on
for pages about what you could and
couldn’s do with an MG. I sert to
England for pukka, hard-cover
books on the same subject. I spent
almost enough on books and maga-
zines to buy one of the little beasts.
Three-cylindering war-weary MGs
back home after the fray got to be a
hobby with me. Better than no MG-
ing at all. I didn’s realize it then—as
1 pushed one old, high car after
another to race meetings, club meet-
ings, midnight garage post-mortems
—that it was the best time of my
life. That's the way it’s always been
with MGs, though.

For example, MGs were the best
time of Cecil Kimber's life. He was
hired by Morris Garages as General
Manager in ‘22, He helped build the
first MG special with his own hands.
He weni on to build the MG com-
pany into the biggest all-sports-car
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factory in the world. Despite a leg
badly shattered in a motorcycle ac-
cident, he drove like mad and was
on hand at every important MG win
in the Twenties and Thirties. He
worked his way up to such a height
in the Nuffield empire that he was
one of the few pecple who could
successfully argue the doughty old
Lerd from a “no’ to & “ves” decision.
Kimber never became a captain of
industry. His salary was always
modest, but he knew almost all of
the early MG owners by name. You
couldn’t bank that sort of thing, of
course. But you could live one very
interesting life, because they were a
wild crew,

And they still cast their magic
spell. Everv morning as I clamber
into my square-cut sedan, a neigh-
borhood girl mini-skirts it into a
battered red Midget on her way to
work. I usually wait to see her get
under way. Every morning that
Midget . . . with flapping top and
shiny-haired driver . . . clears its
throat ence, then settles down into a
crackling idle, In the next minute
it's thrust into the traffic stream
with a prolonged burst in first gear.
She always wears a light smile as
the Midget goes by with a lunge in-
to second. And it’s not just the new-
er mocels that talk a secret Janguage,
understood only by the yvoung . ..

The 17-year-cld TC whose color
pictures hzunt pages B67-68 spoke
very clearly teo David Lazemmle,
Youthful, in college, with a wide
range of modern sports machinery to
pick from, David Laemmle had to
have this TC, A deetor had restored
it for his son, and now it owns
David. “It's, well—different—yocu
know? When you drive by, people
notice you, Girls are interested in it
toc. It goes—it’ll do about H0—but
I dorn’t like 10 abuse it. Beat a Spit-
fire the other day. I've put it up for
the winter . . . wo much salt and
stuff on the road.” It was like salt
in an old wound, listening to that
very nice young man talk about his
TC. I could go cver and help hkim
fiddle with it, Put oil in the SU dash
pots . . . things like that. Or now
that I've got the money, T could buy
one. Except they probably don't sell
them to peoole over 30. Think what
I'll do is wait a litile while longer. 1
krow a nice young kid who's going
to need a co-signer for an MG in
about 10 years. Won't he be sur-
prised when he finds out I know haw
to replace a bent pushrod. I knew
I'll remember, because the 1977 MG
engine won't be all that different.
And a good thing, 100, in a world
that's always changing.

CAR and DRIVER

T SN

PR TPV I



